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Dear Senator Roth:

This is in reply to your letter of May 5z1 93, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents reg rding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 7 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes1fo the Co. ission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

lsi

Your constituents'
We expect final
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Chief, Policy & Planning Branch
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WILLIAM V. ROTH. JR.
DELAWARE

104 H~RT SEN~TE OFFICE BUILDING

TELEPHONE: 202-224-2441

tinitcd ~tate5 ~cnatc
WASHINGTON. DC 20510

May 5, 1993

COMMITTEES

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

~ /2 <" FINANCE

{J/} ~ANKING.HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS

10- JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITIEE

The Honorable James H. Quello, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs Room 802
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Quello:

I am writing to share with you the views of my
constituents on a proposed FCC rulemaking regarding the radio
frequency used by operators of model aircrafts.

Many Delawareans have contacted me to express their
opposition to changes that would limit their use of the radio
frequencies in the 72-76 MHz band. To ensure that their
concerns are included in the record on this rulemaking,
enclosed are copies of the correspondence I have received.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

~L
William V. Roth, Jr.
United States Senate

WVR/mdf

Enclosures
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The Honorable William V. Roth Jr.
u.s. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

It seems that not even my hobbies are free from government
intrusion. But why should I expect anything different, when
every other aspect of daily life is impacted by Washington.

The Federal Communications Commission has decided that a
block of radio frequencies, set aside for radio control of
model cars, boats, and airplanes, would better serve the
needs of our citizens by allocating some of these frequencies
to mobile radio use (and the special interests of the mobile
radio industry) rather than the needs thousana~of hobbyist
who now use these frequencies.

The FCC has issued a "Notice of Proposed Rule Making"
specifically {NPRM-PR Docket 92-235}, which if implemented,
would have a profound effect on model frequency use.
Developed by the FCC Land Mobile Service, it creates a
massive frequency restructuring which will affect Part 95
where our RiC frequency use lives.

Specifically, if the FCC is permitted to allocate frequencies
for mobile use that are adjacent to, and interspersed, with
those frequencies now used by RiC hobbyist, (signals of which
are 4 times as powerful), the results would be devastating.
Two-thirds of our RiC frequencies would be rendered useless.
The financial impact would be bad enough (a lot of hobbyist
are retired), the safety impact would be catastrophic. A
hobbyist would never know when a mobile radio unit might be
in their area. Transmitting with that mobile unit could
cause them to loose control of their RiC airplane with the
potential for property damage or personal injury.

The current number of RiC frequencies is needed to serve the
huge number of hobbyist. If the FCC has its way, and we do
loose two-thirds of our frequencies, a hobbyist could go to
his flying field and wait for hours to get a free frequency
or, more likely, never get to fly his plane at all. This,
consequently, would drive many from the hobby.

I, personally have been building and flying model airplanes
for 44 years. I have been using radio controlled aircraft for
the past 10 years. I am currently building a P-51 Mustang
World War II vintage aircraft with a wingspan of 72 inches.
This model, when finished will represent an investment of
nearly $600 when complete with radio control.

We hobbyist who enjoy model aircraft, have invested thousands
of dollars in planes and related equipment and plan to
continue to do so. Also involved are the many thousands of
hobbyist who enjoy radio controlled model cars and boats.

1



In the State of Delaware, two model airplane clubs dominate.
Together, these two clubs account for approximately 250
active members, and the numbers are growing monthly.

I belong to the Delaware Radio Control Club. The club is
chartered by the Academy of Model Aeronautics and every
club member must be a member of AMA. The AMA is a national
organization that provides the liability insurance for the
model aircraft hobbyist. The AMA has a very strict set of
safety rules each member must follow concerning the use of
radio control aircraft, the frequencies used, and the control
of spectators who visit the flying field.

Safety is foremost, both for the hobbyist and the spectator.
I don't wish to be redundant, but the current FCC-proposal
jeopardizes the safety of all who participate in the flying
sport.

The enjoyment of this hobby is worldwide. I am sending you a
military newspaper with an article on how our service
personnel also enjoy the sport of model flying.

Senator Roth, please do what you can to protect the hobbyist
who have invested so much in their hobby and want to continue
to do so. These RIC frequencies are in current use, heavy
use. It would be a different story if these frequencies were
in limited use, but that's anything from the truth. We
hobbyist know the FCC has absolutely no regard for the
thousands who enjoy the hobby of radio control models, none
what-so-ever. We need your help!!

2



February 24, 1993

The Honorable Senator Roth
3021 Federal Building
Wilmington, Delaware 19801

Dear Senator:

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can remember.
I live in Lewes, and I am very active in a local club (Lewes RC)
whose members enjoy constructing and operating radio controlled
model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly decreased

Please understand that many model airplane have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests
where hundreds of operators-participate. We need the use o f._ our
full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure .a, Sa'fe
flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of

\1'" \ /
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FCC Rule Making
February 23, 1992

radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoYment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoYment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-MHz band.

Sincerely,
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United States Senate
Washington, 0.C, 20S~C

Dear Senator Roth,
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I have enjoyed a life long interest in aviation, served
in the U.S. Air Force as a combat fighter pilot in Korea,
hold a civilian pilot's license, worked in the aerospace
industry, and have been a member of the Delaware Radio
control club since the early 1960s flying radio controlled
model aircraft. Since my retirement last year, this activity
has become increasingly important to me.

This letter is written to express my concern over rules
changes currently under consideration by the FCC under PR
Docket 92-235 that would adversely affect the »se of
frequencies currently assigned to model aircraft use. These
freqencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band, which is primarily
for use by private land mobile dispatch operations, however,
our assigned radio control ( Ric ) frequencies are far
enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that there is
no interference. The proposed docket would create more land
mobile frequencies and move them so close to the Ric
frequencies that many of the existing Ric frequencies would
become unusable and many would adversely affect safety of
operation of model aircraft.

We fly our models in pdherence to a strict safety code
administered under the auspices of the Academy of Model
Aeronautics and they represent not only a financial
investment but also the investment in hours of work. Many of
the advances in the field of un-manned aerial vehicles for
our armed services originated from the ranks of model Ric
enthusiasts. Last summer hundreds of people attended our
"War Birds" "fly-in" at Lum's Pond State Park model airport
where over 150 models of military aircraft were displayed
and flown. These models had wingspans of up to ten feet and
weighed up to 30 pounds. I'm sure that you understand that
without our strict safety code and the security of the
currently assigned frequencies, that this activity would
have been severely curtailed.

I urge you to help me and the hundreds of other
Delawarians who enjoy RIC modeling to continue this
worthwhile activity by exerting your influence with the FCC
and not allow the changes proposed under PR Docket 92-235.

veryp//Zs,
c!bert ve~



F. TERRY CARMINE

RD 2, BOX 161

LEWES, DELAWARE 19958

February 18, 1993

The Honorable William Roth
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Roth~

I am a 61 year old, fully employed, middle class man who has limited time and hobbies. For
several years now I have been able to fulfill a long time interest in airplanes by building and flying
Radio Controlled Model Planes. I am also active in the local RC Club ofabout forty members.

I am appealing to you become acquainted 'with the FCC proposal PR Docket 92-235, which if

adopted win greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and

perhaps result in the destruction of expensive model planes and personal injury. Also, it has only
been a few years since the FCC changed our frequencies and made some of our radios obsolete at
great expense to us.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out
its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely yours,

F. Terry Carmine

;Z;£cj~~
FTClblc

Copies: Biden
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MEMORANDUM

From:

To:

. Subj:

'.-'.'" .. ~...
Trenor E. Neeves
2105 Coventry Dr.
Wilmington, DE
19810

The Honorable Wiliam V. Roth, Jr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION NOTICE OF PROPOSED
RULE MAKING· (NPRM - PR DOCKET 92-235)

1. The purpose of this letter is to advise you of the subject proposed rule making
soon to be acted upon by the FCC. This ruling blindly affects the radio control
community, both air and surface. In essence, we (the RIC community) would have
very powerful transmitters bracketing the frequencies we currently use. Additionally,
these transmitters would be designated "mobile"; therefore we would never know
where they are operating.

2. I am active in a local club (First State RIC Club) which fly on the grounds of Lums
Pond State Park. I own numerous pieces of radio equipment that would be rendered
unusable if the frequency assignments addressed in the subject ruling passes. The
cost, personally, would be approximately $500.00. Our club, which currently has
about 125 members, would be severely impacted.

3. I would also like to take a moment to address the safety of this issue. With
models ranging in weight from four (4) to fifteen (15) pounds flying at speeds from
50 to 180 mph, the need for a pilot to have positive control of his or her aircraft is
quite evident. As I stated earlier, we fly on public land. We cannot, by law, control
who could be near our field at any given time. This only reemphasizes the need for
positive pilot control at all times.

4. In summary, I hope I have enlightened you on at least on side of this issue. The
impact felt by the RIC community, should this ruling pass, would be devastating.
Should you need any further information on this subject, I would be glad to be of
assistance. I can be reached at (302) 529-9080 (home), (215) 897-1194, or (703)
602-4845 (latter are work numbers).

.';f':'''''' '!''''.'

Respe ~IIY'/I
) 1 '/ I -
l renor . Neeves

:~:~~~
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._' .. : •.......:.::i
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Febcuary 1, 1993

. The Honocable William V. Roth Jr.
9th. &. King St.
Wilmington, De. 19801
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I am one of hundreds of thou~ands of men and women who fly radio
controlled model airplane~ a~ a hobby. I am very concerned about
propo~ed rule~ that are currently under con~ideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket
92-325. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and user inability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio controlled frequencies are in the 72-76 MHZ band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operation~. HOwever,
our radio controlled frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to ~hare the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. ~ a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to model airplane
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am
told that of the fifty frequencie~ presently available for control of
model airplanes, only nineteen of these will be left if the new rule i~

adopted.

When I fly a model plane under radio control I go to great length~ to
assure the safety of operators and ~tanders as well as the protection
of property. Many of our ~afety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished, as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequeneies will become congested and the margin of ~afetywill be
greatly reduced.

I do not think it is appropriate of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio u~er~ at the expense of
citizens who use these assigned frequencies for relaxation and
enjoyment. The FCC m.y not think we .ee .s import.nt .s business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models both and
in time and in money. Wot only does the hobby provide many hours of
enjoyment to people like myself, but it contributes to the advancement
of the commercial aviation indu~try. In addition, mo~t modelers
belong to the Academy of Model Aeronautics and organized local clubs
which support civic activities, school programs, and youth groups. The
club that I belong to, Delaware RIC Club, has over 100 members. We fly
at an airfield that we maintain ",ithiu'Lums Pond State Park.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my hobby by not
allowing the FCC to carry out ite propoeale for the 12-16 MEZ band.

Sincerely,

RAjJ~~
.2t ~/v;.

IJ~J .D c:: 'fiilj
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I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Com...nissio~ (FCC). Thep:0Ceeding is PR L'0Cke! 92-235. If adopted. tl:!e p.ew ru!e$
will greatly reduce the usability offrequencies' currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes._

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have. wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as ~uch as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive ~o. !?uild; J:'~!' more'!o t..'1e point, ~'leYilre capable c~

causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry:·

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. .

Sincerely,

j~ f?1/I~
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February 6, 1993

The Honorable William Roth
United States Senate
Washington, D.C 20510

Dear Senator Roth:
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I have been interested in aVlatlQn for as long as I can remember. I am
very active in a club whose members enjoy constructing and operating
radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If accepted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use
and incrase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for' controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,
our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will _move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I
am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if
these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the. safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC,
the remaining frequencies 'will become congested, and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.



Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves
are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio
interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often
fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement
and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

oW/~
/

Raphael Sela
1608 Sheldon Dr
Newark DE 19711

------------------
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Sincerely,

I am one of hundreds of thousands of men and women who fly radio controUed model airplanes as a
hobby. I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92·325. If adopted,
tbe new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase tbe risk of accidents and user inabllity for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio controlled frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. Tbis band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatcb operations. However, our radio controlled frequencies in this band are
rar enough apart from tbe land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share tbe band without
either use interfering with the other. •

Now tbe FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to model airplane frequencies and cause Interference to radio control operations. I am told
tbat of the fifty frequencies presently available for control of model airplanes, only nineteen of
these will be left if the new rule is adopted.

When I fly a model airplane under radio control I go to great lengths to assure the .afety of
operators and bystanders as well as tbe protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of thc radio frequencies. If thc numbcr of usablc
frequencies is diminished, as proposed by thc FCC, the remaining frcquencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly reduced.

I do not think it is appropriate of the FCC to seck to improve thc opcrating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expcnse of citizens who UIC these assigncd frequencies for relaxatidn and
enjoyment. The FCC may not think we are as ImportlDt as business users of radios, but we bavea
considerable investment In our models both and in time and in money. Not only does thc hobby
provide many bours of enjoymcnt to people like myself, but It contributes to the advancement of the
commercial aviation industry. In addition, malt modelers belong to the Academy of Model
Aeronautics and organized local clubs which support civic activities, school programs, and youth
groups.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my hobby by not allowing thc FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.



February 1, 1993

The Honorable William Roth
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Roth:

I am the public relations chairman for the First State Radio Control Club.
We are an association that enjoys building and flying radio controlled
miniature aircraft and we have over 50 members in our club.

I am very concerned about proposed rutes that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This bank is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this bank are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the ba~k plafl. As a result,
many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies "and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths
to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination
and use of the radio control frequencies. I(the number of usable
frequencies is diminished as pro"posed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.



February 1, 1993
Page 2

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds. of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a
safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
the radios, but we have a considerable investment in our mocLels and in our
radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

~
SinCereIY' ,1(~

ames H. lillie
03 Bluegrass Drive

Wilmington, DE 19808

JHLlbs



January 22, 1993
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I am one of hundreds of thousands of men and women who fly radio controlled model airplane. as a
hobby. I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-325. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and user Inability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio controlled frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. Tbis band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio controlled frequencies in this band are
rar enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able tet share the band without
either use interfering with the otber.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into 1ililT0\,;,er

bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As. result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to model airplane frequencies and cause Interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the fifty frequencies presently available for control of model airplanes, only nineteen of
these will be left if the new rule is adopted.

When I fly a model airplane under radio control 1 go to great lengths to assure the safety of
operators and bystanders as well as the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio frequencies. If the number of usable
frequencies is diminished, as proposed by tbe FCC, the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be· greatly reduced.

I do not tbink it is appropriate of tbe FCC to seek to improve tbe operating conditions of Jand
mobile radio users at the expense of citizens who use these assigned frequencies for relaxation and
enjoyment. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but W6 have 8

considerable investment in our models both and in time and in money. Not only does thE- hobb~'

provide many hours of enjoyment to people like myself, but it contributes to the advancemNl\ of the"
commercial aviation industry. In addition, most modelers belong to the Academy of J\.{odel
Aeronautics and organized local clubs which support civic activities, school programs, (Hid youth
groups.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my hobby by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
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1 Erbitea Lane
New Castle, DE 19720
302-324-9302

The Honorable William Roth
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

RE: PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr. Roth:

February 16, 1993

I am an avid model yacht sailor. I am actively invoived in
local and national model yachting events run through the
American Model Yachting Association (AMYA). Our local club
operates in a pond within a public park in Mount Laurel, NJ.

I am very concerned about the above referenced proposed rules
currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). If adopted, the affect on part 95 will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned to model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model boats and
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies share the 72 and 75 MHz band
with private land mobile dispatch operations. Our
frequencies within this band are far enough apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share this
band without either use interfering with the other. Now the
FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower band widths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio contrpl frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. We could have a transmitter over four
times the power output of ours only 2.5 KHz away from a large
number of our 72 and- 75 MHz frequencies operating right in
the parking lot behind our pond. I am told that only 40% of
the frequencies presently available for radio control models
will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we sail our model yachts under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of operators and
bystanders and the protection- of property. Many of our
precautions involve careful coordination and use of our radio
control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be
greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model boats are up to and over
five feet long and can weigh as much as 20 to 30 pounds and
in the case of power boats can reach speeds in excess of 40



miles per hour. The models themselves are expensive to
build. In fact, I personally have over $500 worth of radio
equipment alone that may become unusable because it would be
unsafe. But this is not the point, models are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
craft. We often race our models at organized events and
contests where many operators participate. We need the use
of our full compliment of radio frequencies on order to
assure a safe boating environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users of radios, but we have
considerable investment in our models and radio equipment.
The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment for many people
like myself both young and old and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial boating
industry including items such as the America's Cup yacht
design.

Please help me continue safe enjoyment of my pastime and
hobby by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for
the 72 and 75 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Mark W. Rinehart





Elliott P. Smith
2908 Mattahoon Road

wilmington, DE 19808

February 24, 1993

Sen. William V. Roth Jr.
104 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Reference FCC proposed rule NPRM PR Docket 92-235

Dear Senator Roth,

I am deeply disturbed by the Federal Communications
commission proposed frequency allocation changes presented
in the above referenced rule change. Implementation of this
document will severely affect the safe operation of remote
controlled model aircraft currently operating under part 95
of the FCC regulations

The proposed rules would allow relatively high power
mobile land service transmitters to operate within our
assigned frequency bands with the likely prospect of
unpredictable interference with our control transmissions.
The loss of positive control of a model aircraft in flight
poses an extreme safety hazard that could result in personal
injury and property damage.

I have been building and flying radio controlled
aircraft for over 30 years and safety has always been of
vital concern to myself, my flying club and our national
organization the Academy of Model Aeronautics. I personally
have well over $5000 of aircraft and equipment invested in
this avocation and fear not only the loss of my valuable
property from accidents due to outside interference but also
the liability I would incur if some one were injured.

I implore you to take whatever steps are necessary to block
this proposed rule change.

;:;~A
Elliott P. smith


